VIEW FROM TEHE HILL

Soringdale Lutheran Church
M. Horeb, WI

Vol. 14, No.10 October 2009

Financial Update — with a huge Thank You
As many of you now know, an unexpected and amazingly generous gift of $7500 was received on Kick Off Sunday
Sept. 13. The giver anonymously left the money with this note:

You will find a tithing gift for Springdale Lutheran. This is unexpected and is the result of a generous
transaction to me. | have always been taught and followed the teaching to give to the Lord, first. My Lord and
| have agreed many years ago to follow this practice. So put this to good use as needed and give thanks to
the Lord for he truly has been good to me. May the Lord watch over and care for this church and all who care
for her.

Whether that individual was a member or not, we hope he or she sees our heartfelt thanks and continues to be blessed
as this gift has blessed and supported us!

Our General Fund deficit has thus been substantially reduced to around —$8,500, and if, as indicated by summer
survey returns, another $7000 above regular giving might also come by year’s end, we could virtually eliminate a gap
that had seemed a ftwo year project at the beginning of this year.

The extravagant witness of that one giver is a sign of enormous hope in the future of Springdale. And we know from
past experience that you members foster the same hopes for this congregation as you'’ve risen to meet our challenges
and needs. If weekly offerings maintain around $3000 and the additional pledges are filled, we could well end one of
our most difficult years in the black.

Council will continue to keep the congregation informed of progress, and once more we thank all who have made
commitments, encourage those thinking about it and invite everyone to respond with time, talent or treasure as we
continue renewing Springdale’s worship, education and outreach.

“View from the Hill”
Going Online
Effective Jan. 1, the “View from the Hill” will be all “online”. This is both a cost-saving measure and an eco-friendly
one as we save both money and paper. To continue receiving the “View”, we need to have your e-ddress in the office
before Dec. 15; if you have no computer access, please contact church office so other arrangements can be made
for you.




GROWING

IN GRACE

Catechism Calendar
Oct. 12 — Monday at ELC
1:00-8:30 w/ supper & Ultrazone ($22)

Oct. 21 at Springdale — Chaps. 4 & 5
Do first ‘With My Mentor’ activity on p. 18 with an
adult
Read ‘My Two Sons’ & ‘Where Is God?’, pp. 20-21
Answer questions #1-3 on left side of p. 20

Take note that our first meeting is Monday, Oct. 12, Mt.
Horeb’s early release day, and we gather at ELC, 315 E
Main St., with fellow catechumens from area churches. If
you are coming to Ultrazone, please remit $22 to Pastor
Jacobs by Sunday, Oct. 11.

Also, as put out on e-mail, our aim is to go to the Jan. 8-10,
2010, Dells Youth Quake. All students attending should
remit $134 by Sunday, Oct. 18, to ‘Springdale Lutheran
Church’ so our full deposit can be sent before Oct. 21.
See the e-mail or speak with pastor for other details
regarding chaperones and fundraising.

Affirmation of Baptism

Reformation Sunday, Oct. 25

On this day we celebrate the Confirmation of five Spring-
dale youth: Alec Collins, Shane Collins, David Corner I,
Jamie Heindl and Shane Magnuson. On the prior Sun-
days, Oct. 4, 11 & 18, we will be working together during
Education Hour, 9:30-10:30, preparing posters and stoles,
sizing for gowns, selecting service music and divvying
responsibilities for worship.

God’s blessings be on these young people as they affirm
their continued growth in faith!

Adult Education

“Idiot’s Guide to the Bible”

Tuesday Forum, 6:30-8:00
There are only a couple chapters to go, these last on
books that didn’t make it into the Bible (an interesting topic
in itself). Anyone is welcome to join anytime for this lively
evening of lively discussion. We are contemplating mov-
ing into a new session of “Experiencing God”, but are
open to other possibilities; if you have suggestions for
Tuesday night or Sunday morning, please speak with
Pastor Jacobs.

Women of the ELCA study
“To God’s Beloved:
Paul’s Letter to the Romans”
various days and times (see church calendar)

Study continues in Romans, Paul's most complete ex-
pression of his understanding of the Good News. After his
self-introduction to the church in Rome he hoped to visit,
Paul speaks about the interrelationship of “law” and
“gospel”, citing Abraham’s faith in obedience to God’s call
as a model for our own in Christ.

“The Lutheran” Magazine

About 60 parish households receive “The Lutheran,” the
award-winning national magazine chronicling local, na-
tional and global news from an ELCA perspective. Sub-
scriptions are $8/year, which we have provided any
member to keep you informed about the ministry of the
whole church. Gifts to offset this are welcome, but not
necessary to keep your subscription. If you are not cur-
rently receiving “The Lutheran,” contact church office to be
on the list.

October Baptismal Anniversaries
5 — Alyssa Vogel
7 — Lori Kollath
14 — Zachary Philipps, Karli Steinhauer
16 — Kathy Kollath
17 — Evelyn Dahlgren, William Elver
22 — Sierra Corner, Cindae Dignan
23 — Michelle Hefty, Shane Magnuson
24 — Clint Murray, Amy Slaney
26 — Marie Fink
28 — Mary Arnold, Krista Dignan
29 — Ellie Kellesvig



GROWING

IN GRACE

October Kids Helping Kids

During October, Kids Helping Kids will assist Springdale’s
Esther Circle collecting items for Operation Christmas
Child, which provides gift boxes sharing the message of
Christ to children in war-torn nations, impoverished coun-
tries, and areas affected by natural disasters. In many
cases these gift boxes may be the only gifts these children
will receive.

Gifts are packed in shoeboxes, so space is limited and we
want to send as many items in one box as possible; See
page 7 for suggestions. Place donations and shoe boxes
in the baskets marked Operation Christmas Child in the
entry. Monetary offerings from our Sunday School families
in October will be used to buy additional gift items.

Thank you for involving your child in helping other children
around the world find joy and experience God’s love.

-

Adventures in Faith
Our adventure has set sail! | want to welcome our tourists
(children) and their families! Thank you parents for shar-
ing your children with us.

We continue with our “Creation Story” rotation through
October 4. The children are experiencing the Creation
Story by making paper puppets, building terrariums,
watching music videos and singing creation songs, and
making their own creations with rice crispies and a very
special snack mix. Ask your children what each item in
the snack mix symbolizes!

Beginning October 11" our tourists will seek to find ways
to avoid temptation as we study “Creation Spoiled”, the
story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Our
workshops will include storytelling, art, and movie theater.

We depart each Sunday at 9:30 am exploring the bible
with exciting tours and special destinations. New travelers
are welcome anytime! Contact Kip Bakken for more info
or go to www.springdalelutheran.org.

A Big Thank You!

Thank you to the special artistic talents of Fay Dahlgren,
Denise Schwenn, Paul Elver, Sheri Hefty, Betty Bakken
and Ken Tucker for drawing and painting the art for our
Sunday School room murals. Thank you to our talented
assisting painters: Kim Zahler, Pastor Jeff Jacobs, Mary
Arnold, Elizabeth Arnold, Robert Tucker, John Arnold,
Ana Schwenn, Tony Schwenn and Kip Bakken. Come
and see the finished classroom murals at our Adventures
in Faith Sunday School!

How Would You Like to Volunteer?
Share your gifts and talents with our Sunday School kids.
Your involvement demonstrates to them our mission at
Springdale, “Loving All People to Christ” as well as our
Sunday School mission “To develop and foster a life long
relationship with God.”

Tour Guide- Lead a 4-week rotation using a lesson you
design or one created for you. Teach all the age groups
the same biblical story in an age appropriate and fun way.
| would like to have the same teacher for the entire 4-week
rotation if possible. Team-teach with a friend, spouse or
older child if you'd like.

Assistant Tour Guide- Assist the tour guide with Pre-K-
Kindergarten class or Grade 1-2 class. Sign up for as
many Sundays as you like.

Supply Coordinator- Help gather supplies/materials for
the upcoming 4-week rotation. Sign up for as many rota-
tions as you like.

Birthday Card Artist- Help create fun cards to send to
children on their special day. Birthdays will be celebrated
during gathering time at the beginning of each month.
Bulletin Board Artist- Decorate classrooms with a dis-
play reinforcing the Bible story we are studying. Choose
from any of the seven remaining rotations: Creation
Spoiled; Rain, Rain, Rain!; “Advent’ures; Story of Abra-
ham; “Follow Me!”; Parables of God’s Love; and Jesus’
Resurrection Appearances.

Christmas Program Coordinator- Have ideas for a great
program and want to assist in the production? Contact Kip
as soon as possible. A program will be chosen by Oct. 15t
Costume Design- Like to sew or have a flair for creating
costumes on a small budget? We could use costumes for
weekly use as well as for the Christmas program.
Photographer and Scrapbook Design-Like to take pic-
tures? Help us share the excitement of our travels with a
great online or hard copy scrapbook.

Lesson Design Team- Share your ideas for rotations or
reinforcement activities to fit in the rotations.

Prop and Background Artist- With our students using
drama to reinforce bible stories in different rotations we
will always have need for set and prop design.

Musical Talent- Many of you are gifted musically whether
with an instrument, vocals or both. Music is an important
part of our worship. Are you willing to lead, design or
accompany a rotation in music?

Contact Kip Bakken at 608-987-1534  or
bakkenek@mhtc.net or see sign up on the PowerPoint .

Thank You from Kip Bakken!
Thank you to all who helped at our Sunday School table
for the Soup and Sandwich Bazaar. The proceeds raised
from our sale will go to our Kids Helping Kids organization
for September, Lutheran World Relief School Kits.



GOD’S PRAISES WE SING

October Theme

“The Forgiveness of Sins”
“I believe in. . . the forgiveness of sins”. This is another
phrase from the Apostles Creed that perhaps we don’t
think a lot about — some even think in this “I'm OK, you're
OK” culture that “sin” has become a hollow concept. As
we consider this month’s scriptures from the prophets and
Mark’s gospel, we will examine brokenness in the human
condition and consider how God’s forgiveness in Christ
renews our hope.

All Saints Sunday
Nov. 1, All Saints Day, we remember those who rest in the
‘Church Triumphant’. Special observance is made for
those whose funerals were part of our ministry since last
All Saints, and God’s continuing comfort is prayed upon
family and friends as we give thanks for those whose lives
we have shared.

“Cathedrals of the Heart”

M. Joyce Boehm Athey, who served here with her hus-
band, the late Rev. Arnold Athey, 1967-71, has given our
library a book of her paintings and poems, Cathedrals ol
the Heart. 1t is given both in memory of Pr. Athey’s
ministry here and in gratitude for Springdale and
Immanuel’s welcome of her Mt. Horeb exhibit in Sept.
2005. Personal copies can be requested from her at
artist@mjoyceathey.com; cards with more contact infor-
mation are available at church.

PRAYERS & THANKSGIVINGS

In Our Prayers in September
Those ill, hospitalized or with continuing conditions:

Members:

Clara Anderson, Elmer Baker, Sue Bakken, Cora Bilse,
Jim & Fay Dahlgren, Lavon Dolan, Lorna Lehman,
Pearl Magnuson, Gabriel McLemore, Evie Monum,
Lana Olmstead, Russell Paske, Alma Skindrud,

Frieda Zweifel

Family & Friends:

Mark & Jamie Ahrens, friends of Jim & Fay Dahlgren

Lexy Vrostos Austin, friend of Kim Zahler

Ervin Banaszynski, Diane Kahler’s father

Sarah Barnett, Evelyn Basthemer’s granddaughter

Arlin Bieri, Lavon Dolan’s brother

Duane Bieri, Lavon Dolan’s brother

Guy Bieri, Lavon Dolan’s nephew

Irene Bonkowski, Fay Dahlgren’s mother

Francis Collins, Renee Mickelson’s father

Sherry Collins, Kim Zahler’s friend

Lorraine Dahlgren, Jim Dahlgren’s mother

Rosemary Gallagher, Shelley Ryan’s aunt

Alice Garlock, Jeanne Hefty’s brother Russell’'s
mother-in-law

Louise Greenlaw, Sarah Greenlaw’s & Mary Green-
law-Meyer’s mother

Robert Klaas, Evelyn Basthemer’s grandson

Roy Litticote, Fay Dahlgren’s friend™

Théresa MacDonald, Lisa Dignan’s friend’s mother

Dona Nyhus, Jeanine Taylor’s mother

John & Jim O’Brien, Priscilla Laufenberg’s brothers

Dennis Olson, Kim Zahler’s uncle

John Pearc

Mary Ann Reimer, Beth Elver’'s son’s mother-in-law

Harold Schlimgen, Jim & Fay Dahlgren’s friend

Wayne & Joni Shearer, Kip Bakken’s uncle & aunt

Mike Stoller, friend of Jim & Priscilla Laufenberg

Kenneth Sutter, Hope Connor’s brother

Kris Swalheim, Jodi Elver’s aunt _

Greg Taylor, Jeanine Taylor’s brother-in-law

Kristi Teigen, Jim & Priscilla Laufenberg’s friend

Theresa, Jim & Fay Dahlgren’s friend

Vence & Marianne Vesley, Danielle Vesley-Bark’s
parents

Bob Vogel, Dean Vogel’s father

Those in military service:
Bill Elver, Chris Hanson, Bryan McVeigh, Ryan Nyhus,
Leif Skindrud, Marny Skindrud, Todd & Krista Verstraete



NUTS AND BOLTS

Treasurer’s Position
Anyone wishing to be considered for Congregational
Treasurer, please speak with pastor or a Council member
by November. As stated in Constitution 11.01.01.5,

The Treasurer shall receive all monies and record all
individual and special gifts, shall have charge of all
funds and valuable documents, pay all bills authorized
by the Congregation Council, keep an accurate
account of all funds, furnish regular reports to the
Congregation Council and an annual audited report to
the congregation or whenever required.

Qualified candidates should have some accounting back-
ground. This is an annually appointed, not elected, posi-
tion and receives a small remuneration.

Committees — Heads Up!
A reminder — Budget Preparation needs to be done no
later than November meetings, so start thinking about
your 2010 needs at October’s meetings.

It's the Final Quarter . ..
The final quarter for 2008 giving begins Oct. 1, and we
encourage everyone to bring their giving up to date.
Bearing in mind that things mailed after the 29" may not
get to the treasurer in time, the last day to get 2009
offerings in before books close is Wednesday, Dec. 30.

Address Changes

Emily Mickelson
460 South Court Street
Platteville Wi 53818

Jessica Elver
2526 Town Hall Rd
Mount Horeb, WI 53572

Measure of Our Commitment...

Offering Attendance
Aug. 30 - $1987 40
Sept. 6 - $1825 32
Sept. 13 - $9025 66
Sept. 20 - $1282.42 58

Council Minutes
September 17, 2009
Present: Pastor Jacobs, Erik Bakken, Terry Mickelson,
Tim Heindl, John Arnold, Betty Bakken and Sherri Hefty
Absent: Ken Kahler
. Devotion
Reading from Jeremiah 29.
Il Secretary’s Report
Motion carried to approve the Minutes as printed.
lil. Treasurer’s Report
As of September 17, 2009, the General Account balance

is behind $8,274.51. This is an improvement over previ-
ous months and due in large part to the most generous
gift by an anonymous donor.

Motion carried to use the $371.72 in undesignated memo-
rial money to purchase a new bulb for the Sunday School
PowerPoint projector. A sincere thank you is extended to
all donors that have made it possible to support the con-
tinuing education of our youth.

Iv. New Business

Discussion was held on the new worship format Overall,
the new format was well received but it is still a work in
progress. Suggestions on community worship welcomed.
The mortgage is coming due and SBCP is willing to
renegotiate with perhaps a one-half point reduction. They
need to see a financial statement through October 31

A review of the current Yellow Pages ad revealed needed
changes. We will reduce the overall size, go to text only
and omit the worship service hours. This will reduce the
monthly cost and be more flexible when making changes
to worship and/or education hours.

It is time to get the Nominating Committee to work putting
together the ballot for 2010. A review of the projected
openings was conducted.

V. Old Business

We reviewed the time and talent sheet that was passed
out last month. A change in format was suggested.

The benevolence focus for the rest of year will be:

Interfaith Hospitality Network/The Road Home —
Sept./Oct. (target amount $500)
Food Pantry — Nov./Dec. (target amount $550)

Erik reviewed the informal meeting with members of the
West Blue Mounds Council. West Blue Mounds seemed
very interested in pursuing a partnership with Springdale.
Their next step is to ask Synod for help on how to proceed.
VL. Website

This is a new line item being added to the Agenda. Since
we are making an effort to build a better website and make
it a more resourceful tool, more focus is needed. A
request for a volunteer website coordinator to work with
the webmaster will be added to the time and talent sheet.
VII. Committee Reports

Committee reports were received from Worship & Music.
Maintenance Committee will meet October 1.

VIIl.  Pastor’s Report

5 - Worship services 9 - Education 19 - Visitations 1 -
Counseling 2 — Congregational Mtgs 5 — Misc. ltems 5
— Community/Church-wide Mtgs .447.3 Mileage

IX. FYI & Discussion

We received an outside bid for snow plowing services.
Terry will contact Joel Ringgenberg about providing the
service and follow up with the Burns Brothers about con-
tinuing to plow. A vote will be taken on whom to provide
the service in October.

X. Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer at 9:20 pm

Sherri Hefty
Council Secretary



SHALL WE

GATHER

Barneveld Conference Women

The "Sharing Women’s Ministry" update will be Saturday,
Oct. 10 at ELC, 315 E. Main St., Mt. Horeb. Registration
is at 8:30 am with the meeting at 9:00 am. Lunch is $5.
Jane Harrison will talk about UPAVIM and Carolyn Lien
will give a review of this year's Bible Study on Paul's
letters to the Romans. If you plan to go, contact Norma
Baker at 437-8520, by October 7.

Mini Global Mission Event

Saturday, Oct. 10, McFarland Lutheran Church again
holds its annual Mini Global Mission Event, 8:30-noon,
with registration at 8 a.m. Speakers from other countries
will describe how Christ is active their homelands and
there will be ample opportunity to talk with presenters and
fellow attendees to get a sense of how important current
issues are perceived around the world.

McFarland Lutheran Church is at 5529 Marsh Road,
McFarland. There is a suggested donation of $10, but all
are welcome regardless of their donation. For those who
stay for lunch, there is a small fee for food costs.
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Kyle Matthews Concert
Lake Edge Lutheran, 4032 Monona Dr., Madison hosts a
special night of music Saturday, Oct. 10, 7 p.m. With two
decades of writing and performing, Kyle Matthews is one
of Christian music’s most prolific songwriters. He has
penned such songs as If You Want Me To, recorded by
Ginny Owens, Everything and Nothing, recorded by Vince
Gill, and One and the Same, recorded by Point of Grace.
Matthews is deeply committed to sound theology and
spiritual health and seeks to motivate people to serve in a
way that allows them to meet Christ in “the least of these”.
To learn more, visit www.kylematthews.com; for more info
on the concert call the church at 222-7339.

Getting Married?
Congratulations! The pastor and congregation of Spring-
dale pray God’s blessing on your wedding day and your
married life, and we hope to be of service to you in Christ’s
name.

As you make your plans, contact the pastor right away to
assure that both he and the church are available on the
date you wish. Pastor will also schedule a meeting to
gather information and discuss guidelines for Scripture,
music, fees, counseling, etc.

To the Church at Springdale, Greetings!
In this “View” you’ve found a “Membership Commitment”
sheet — the first we’ve done in almost four years.

In this year of transitions, our challenges have moved us
to make significant changes, and we’ve seen encouraging
signs as worship and education were re-energized and
finances received a major boost. But there’s a lot to be
done for Springdale to continue as a vitalized, visionary
community of God’s people, and as much as ever we
need each Springdale member committed to helping do it.

Your completion of this enclosure is a sign of ongoing
commitment to your congregation. | wish to briefly review
each section:

Newsletter Information
Easiest of alll To conserve physical and financial
resources, the “View” will be all online come January.
Yet we know some are only able to receive it by malil,
and while we hope that number is limited, we aim to
accommodate those.

Time & Talent Information

This is more of a challenge. We call every member to
active roles in our ministry by commitments in three (if
not more) of the six areas listed. Some of these are
weekly or monthly, some may be four or five times or
only once a year. Yetif every confirmed member gave
one day — eight hours — of time, 2000 hours additional
ministry would be accomplished.

Financial Pledge Information

Most challenging of all, probably. Congregational
leadership has frequently been told, especially this
year, to manage budget by watching expenses, and it
has striven to do so. But there are two necessities in
responsible budgeting: knowing expenses and know-
ing income. Springdale usually knows yearly expens-
es, but we've always had to guess income because
pledging has rarely been asked. We call every mem-
ber to give their best estimate of 2010 giving so our
leaders can work with a clearer picture of both ex-
penses and income for the coming year.

Again, thank you to each member for your thoughtful, vital
commitment to the life and ministry of Springdale Lutheran
Church.

Yours in Faith,



OUR FAITH ON

ITS FEET

Operation Christmas Child

Esther Circle invites all members of Springdale to once
again participate in Operation Christmas Child. This pro-
gram of Samaritan’s Purse distributes shoeboxes full of
gifts to some 100 countries and millions of children. They
may be refugees of civil war, survivors of natural disaster
or victims of extreme poverty, and they need to know that
they are precious to God.

Esther Circle will provide boxes, pack and wrap them, and
pay the $7 fee to ship , but we need your help providing
gifts. If each person in the congregation bought one or two
gifts, think of the number we could send! Last year we had
such an overwhelming response we were able to send 54
shoeboxes .

There are collection boxes in the entry where you can
place gifts until Nov. 15th. Lists of suggestions are also
there to assist. Please prayerfully consider this important
outreach ministry and share the real meaning of Christ-
mas with those less fortunate.

Toys -- small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch®,
toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries),
Slinky®, etc.

School Supplies -- pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons
or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or
paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.

Hygiene Items -- toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap
(in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.

Other -- hard candy, lollipops (please double bag all
candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps; sunglasses,
hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra
batteries)

A Personal Note -- in a separate envelope, you may
enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your
family. (If you include your name and address, the child
may write back.)

Do Not Include -- used or damaged items; war-related
items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; choco-
late or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medica-
tions or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or
glass containers; aerosol cans

Korection!
It was inadvertently stated last month that Sarah Circle
does Operation Christmas Child, but it is Esther Circle
which oversees this ministry — and details about the up-
coming drive are noted here.
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Freight Car Loading

Volunteers needed to transport and load boxed quilts,
soap and kits for Lutheran World Relief on Saturday, Oct.
18, 7 am to 2 pm at 1890 E. Johnson St. railroad tracks in
Madison To help or to donate refreshments contact Jean
Mueller, 437-8106. Layettes, sewing, health and school
kits are due Sunday, Oct. 12. The Women of the ELCA
will pack them up on Wednesday, Oct. 15.

The Road Home/Interfaith Hospitality Network
Springdale is most likely doing entree for the meal at St.
Luke’s, 7337 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, Monday, Nov. 9,
5-7 p.m. You can help by cooking, making a donation in
the entryway or being the male or female overnight host;
contact Pastor Jacobs, Linda Nesheim or another Social
Concerns member for more details.

When to Call the Pastor
When you're hospitalized
When you've become engaged
When you're feeling depressed
When you've had a baby (it's great to visit in the hospital!)
When you've moved
When you've lost your job
When you have an idea for church
When you've lost a loved one
When you can't communicate with your children
When you can't communicate with your parents
When you'd just like a visit
When you're facing marital difficulties
When you're having surgery (even day surgery)
When ever . ..
| won't have ‘all the answers’, and | know at times ['ll fall
short - I'm human, too. But with the Lord's help I'll strive
to minister to you with Christian presence and counsel,
prayer and love.
Pastor Jacobs — Office: 437-3493 Home: 848-1294
Cell: 577-4535

Electronic Giving
A growing number of churches are finding electronic giv-
ing programs to be one more means of providing parishio-
ners an opportunity to be Christian stewards and
generous givers in their local church.

(A) key benefit of electronic giving for both church and
contributor is convenience. . . . However, convenience is
just one among many benefits. . . (C)hurches can increase
contribution by 10 to 30 percent while steadying their cash
flow and . . . (s)tatistics have shown that people who
contribute regularly to the church give more to the church
than those who give sporadically.

We are called to recognize that God is the owner of all that
we possess. Our response to God through Jesus Christ,
regardless of our method of giving, should be the same—
a spiritual discipline of joyful, generous giving.

(David Bell, “Giving” magazine)
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